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Office: LS 101

Phone: 1917

Email:kmcadams@ycp.edu

Office hours: Mon/Wed/Fri: 12:30-1:45

          Tues: 10:00-1:00

When I am not teaching, I am often in my office. I am happy to speak with you at any time, even if it is not during my posted office hours. Please feel free to knock on my door. 

All students must use the my.ycp (http://my.ycp.edu) portal to access information and announcements concerning this class, use the message board for participation purposes,  access additional copies of assignments and the syllabus (don’t ask me), receive communication regarding class cancellations, and receive information about assigned readings or adjustments to the syllabus.  Use of the portal is an assigned aspect of this course. I accept no excuses for not using it or not being aware of its contents related to this course.  
Additionally, I do have a personal Web site: http://goose.ycp.edu/~kmcadams

This site is a good source of information about myself, my teaching philosophy, and approach to my courses. A copy of this and all my syllabi is available through the site. 

	-- He who controls the past controls the future. He who controls the present controls the past.—George Orwell, 1984

	

	--But history is neither watchmaking nor cabinet construction. It is an endeavor toward better understanding—French historian, Marc Bloch

	

	--By liberalizing the mind, by deepening the sympathies, by fortifying the will, history enables us to control not society, but ourselves—a much more important thing; it prepares us to live more humanely in the present and to meet rather than to foretell the future.—Carl Becker, early 20th century American historian

	

	--Men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under circumstances directly found, given and transmitted from the past.-- Karl Marx

	


Course Description
This course covers the history of the Western world, or what is called Western Civilization, from the end of the Renaissance in the 16th century to the more current events of the past decades. This survey course will cover the following topics: the religious, social, and political upheaval associated with the Reformation; the development of absolutism and constitutionalism as political systems; the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment; the watershed of the French Revolution and the birth of the “modern” era; the far-reaching changes associated with the industrial transformation of Europe; the development of the major political ideologies (liberalism, fascism, socialism) that have shaped the modern era; the World Wars and their legacy; reconstruction and Cold War tensions; the end of the Cold War and enduring issues in Western Civilization. Students will be encouraged to analyze the lives and choices of past people, as well as to explore the relevance of historical events for their own lives. Course materials include two textbooks, a memoir, reading materials available through my.ycp.edu or distributed in class, and visual materials including videos. The student’s grade will be based upon three 5 page analysis papers, participation/attendance, a final cumulative essay, and a pre- and post-test (also take home). 

Course Materials: Please note that the course materials used in this course are not the same as those used in other Western Civilization sections taught by other instructors. The following materials are required and should be purchased at the bookstore at the beginning of the semester. 

Marvin Perry, et al., Western Civilization. A Brief History  Vol. II: from the 1400s.  5th edition, 2005. Listed in the syllabus as Perry.

Dennis Sherman, Western Civilization. Sources, Images and Interpretations. From the Renaissance to the Present. 4th edition, 2004. Listed in the syllabus as Sherman, with specific authors within each chapter indicated. 

Filip Müller. Eyewitness Auschwitz. 1979. 

Basis for Course Grade:

Three 5 page analysis papers= 15% each= 45%

Attendance and participation, including in class and message board discussion= 20%

Final cumulative essay= 20%

Pre and post test= 15%

An invitation to learning
What follows is an invitation to learning. Believe it or not, this course is about YOU as learners, not me as the instructor. I actually care about what you take away from this course in terms of skills (critical thinking, writing) and content. In an age in which there is so much to learn, I believe that it is more beneficial for courses, such as this survey Western Civilization course, to help you build a “thinking scaffold” based upon “big picture questions” and major issues associated with the study of the subject. The organization of content material around these larger pertinent questions will (hopefully) provide you with useful ways of thinking about the information beyond the confines of this class—useful in the sense of being able to apply that information and knowledge about the past (history) to current situations, and useful in the sense of helping you develop the skills necessary for critically thinking about those questions and issues, and articulating an informed point of view, or what historians call, an interpretation. My role is to facilitate that process for you, through providing a meaningful content structure for this course; through constructing the types of questions we will address; through providing opportunities for you to work with the course material in an active way; through helping you develop reading, writing, analytical and discussion skills; through designing assignments that help you develop those skills; through providing feedback on assignments; and through assisting you with any difficulties you may encounter in this history course.  That is my commitment to this course, and I do care that you learn, not just that you earn a grade. I try to be open, approachable, and flexible with my students, and I  also try to be explicit and open about why we are doing what we are doing, learning what we are learning, i.e. I’ll answer at any time, “Who gives a damn?” 

Accepting this invitation to learn and develop your thinking and writing skills means a commitment on your part to attend class regularly and on time, to be prepared for class meetings, to approach the class material thoughtfully with the purpose of developing those skills, and to treating me, your fellow classmates, and our historical actors with respect. History to me is an essential subject, the most essential subject for the functioning of a democratic, open society, for as the 20th century Czech political philosopher Milan Kundera wrote, “the struggle of man against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting” (1979). This invitation to learning includes the grand hope that you may agree with me on that (Note: you do not have to agree with me with regard to my interpretations on historical subjects). 

Course questions, goals and outcomes
1. What does “modern” mean in the context of Western Civilization? 

2. What is the role and the relationship of the individual to history in the sense of causality? Do men/women move history, or does history (the context) move men/women? 

3. What is a “turning point” in history, and how are we to determine that significance?

4. How does perspective, such as socio-economic class and status, race, ethnicity, gender, and/or religion matter in the experience and analysis of history? 

5. Underpinning the conceptual notion of Western Civilization and its history since its beginnings in the 1920s is the idea that the West is associated with progress over time. How is that conceptualization of progress problematic and complicated, given events and developments in this time period (1500-present)?

6. What are the current challenges facing “the West”? How does an understanding of this period of Western Civilization facilitate your understanding of how those challenges represent continuity and/or change with regard to the relationship of the present to history? Specifically indicate ways in which history may/may not be an appropriate guide with regard to the challenge and possible outcomes/solutions. 

The questions listed above will serve as the questions given to you for your take home cumulative final essay. You will choose one of them to address. The content that we will work through in this course is not arbitrarily chosen—it provides you with information and evidence necessary for addressing one or more of these questions, depending on the topic. I will try to be explicit about that as we proceed through the course, i.e. tell you what issues/questions the day’s topic addresses, and also have you work on tying content together with questions as well. You can therefore peg content information onto this “thinking scaffold” as I call it, and at the end of the course, when you are contemplating which question to address for your seven page interpretation, you can go back through your notes and access that information to go with the question, in combination with assigned textbook material. Keep in mind that the overall goal for that final exam is not to for you tell me everything you know, but rather to work towards a synthesis of what you have learned to produce a new whole—there is no one “right” or “wrong” answer. Rather, you will consider the larger context presented in this course as represented by the questions and provide a specific argument that addresses your chosen question. This interpretation will be supported by an analysis of course materials, will consider different points of view, and ultimately argue for a specific point of view, providing ample evidence from the course material to support your interpretation. Each of the assigned analysis papers will be practice for that larger project in terms of assessing and using evidence. 

To address these questions, this course is designed to help you develop the following abilities:

7. Understanding of the narrative content associated with the period, which means an intellectual comprehension of MAJOR names, dates, developments. Note: my approach to history is not that of “facts for facts’ sake”. That is NOT history, that is some sort of Trivial Pursuit.  An understanding of MAJOR historical facts is necessary for developing interpretations, and for being able to present an accurate account of the past. I am not expecting you, however, to get bogged down by the nitty-gritty details. If you are interested, please ask, but class time will be spent on addressing these major features of historical narrative. 

8. Learn to think like a historian. This involves developing an understanding of history as a critical thinking endeavor that involves the essential skills of analysis, interpretation, explanation, and discussion, through which the historian presents an argument based upon evidence (primary and secondary sources). “History is above all else an argument. It is an argument between different historians; and perhaps, an argument about the past and the present(” (John Arnold). History is interpretive at its very core—it must be. That does not mean that historians make things up—there are facts in history, and historians stick to the evidence (this isn’t fiction writing). But what historians disagree on is the past’s meaning, the significance, the hows and whys, and yes, sometimes the whats . Historians disagree with each other—they disagree because they are human and they bring to bear on their reading of sources different assumptions and understandings of the material and human nature and motivation. They disagree across time as well—the writing of history is never a finished process, but rather is “argument without end,” (Pieter Geyl), meaning that as time proceeds, the reading and interpretation of the past changes in accordance to the changing situation in the present. Present historians work in a contextually different environment from historians in the past, and from each other, in some cases. The history CONSTRUCTED is thus different, and different interpretations vary. Making sense of the past is thus a rather messy, contentious, and unfinished, business. 

I think that at this point it is helpful to define what I mean by terms that will be used frequently to describe the process of constructing history and how these terms directly relate to tasks you will be asked to do in this course: 

8. Analyze: To consider information and material for the purpose of determining its validity, credibility, significance, meaning, in order to address/answer some historical question or issue. This (analysis) is your primary activity with course materials. This goes beyond a passive consumption of the materials—to analyze implies having actively considered the material for the above stated purposes. To analyze does NOT mean to regurgitate what you know or what is already said—it requires you to do the mental work necessary to figure out meaning, not just what the material says. 

8. Interpret: To explain the meaning or significance of the evidence/material/topic based upon analysis of the evidence. Presented in the form of an argument and supporting points. Developing an interpretation will be the basis for your analysis papers and our class discussions.

8. Explain: To convey that meaning or further develop understanding of topic. In your papers, explanation makes it clear to the reader why you interpret the evidence as you do or it makes clear to the reader why something happened as it did (meaning).

8. Discuss: To use reason or argument to convince, often taking into account conflicting views. To discuss in your papers means to be aware of the need to convince the reader of your interpretation because of the existence of alternative interpretations or conflicting evidence. 

8. Argument: Otherwise known as a thesis. To argue in the context of constructing an historical interpretation means to state explicitly what the author will show in order to persuade the reader of the validity of his interpretation. All of your writing in analysis papers must have an argument as its foundation. An argument does not consist of a question, it consists of an answer to that question that provides the framework for you paper. 

8. Evidence: Specific information derived from a historical source. Historians use two types of sources: 1) Primary sources are any kind of source (written, visual, material, auditory) that was produced at the time and is analyzed by historians to construct interpretations. These are the “documents” presented in your Sherman text, and by the Müller memoir. Primary sources are the “raw material” of history with which historians work. 2) Secondary sources are sources that present an interpretation based upon a completed analysis of other materials. Your Perry text and the excerpts from historians’ and other scholars’ work in the Sherman text are examples of secondary sources. My lectures are secondary sources (I base them on secondary sources). You are expected to use both types of sources (primary and secondary) in constructing your papers and supporting your interpretation and argument (that’s called marshalling evidence). We use the existing secondary source material to provide us with facts and context (we don’t recreate the wheel here), and interpret the primary documents ourselves to see how they fit into that context, or to see how they may revise our understanding of the past as conveyed in secondary sources, or to engage in debates about issues raised by interpreting that past. 

9. Develop their own evidentiary-based interpretations concerning course material and ultimately, address one of the course-based “big questions”, marshal appropriate evidence in support of those interpretations, and present that interpretation in discussion or in well-organized and written papers.

10. Be able to work with different forms of historical evidence drawn from visual, material, auditory, primary and secondary sources. 

11. Be able to relate past to present in useful and appropriate ways. This involves “thinking historically” from the standpoint of understanding how knowledge of eras, peoples, and places different from our own can facilitate an informed understanding of the present through being able to discern continuity and change, and patterns in human thought and activity over time. 

12. Be able to effectively communicate one’s ideas through writing and discussion. The development of writing skills will be emphasized in this class. 

The abilities listed above will be assessed in the following ways: analysis papers that provide you with the opportunity to develop critical thinking and writing skills, work with primary source evidence, and develop an interpretation based upon a clearly stated argument; a cumulative take home final essay that is designed to allow you to comprehensively demonstrate acquired abilities in all six of the above areas; class discussion participation both in class and via the course message board offered, through which you will work on developing analysis and interpretation skills associated with working with primary documents, secondary sources, and current events items, and develop more effective communication skills involved with articulating your informed point of view. 

Philosophy and Structure of the Course: The study of history is not the pursuit of facts for facts’ sake. Historians study problems and issues in history, collect data, and develop an interpretation that provides an argument for why and how something happened, or for the cause and effect of an event or development in history. While facts, dates, and accuracy of information are important in the study of history, equally important are analysis and the ability to present an interpretation of historical developments based upon that data. This course emphasizes both accuracy (do you know the major individuals, events, developments?) and analysis. You are expected to develop and demonstrate the skill of analysis, interpretation, and argumentation in your discussion and written work. Quality of oral and written communication, analysis, and the correctness of the information will be considered when determining grades on submitted papers and with regard to class participation. 

You will be given ample opportunity in this course to develop your analytical and communication skills. Why is this important? These skills are the basis for your intellectual development, and they are skills necessary for future success both in and outside of the classroom. The thought of a history course may put some of you to sleep immediately. While I cannot promise that every day will be overwhelmingly stimulating, I can tell you that this course is not just a “history” course, but rather it is a course that, with effort on your part, will help you develop your ability to think critically, to interpret data, to develop and present an argument based upon evidence, and to effectively communicate both in speaking and writing. 

Along with these skills, a good dose of “history” in the form of solid information will be the foundation for this course. Divorce yourself from the notion that because this is a history course you will be memorizing names, dates, and battles. As stated before in this syllabus, course material is organized around addressing specific “big questions”. By studying history from the standpoint of issues and questions, we can come closer to understanding the ways in which the issues we face in present-day western civilization differ or are the same as issues and questions faced by people in previous centuries. How has human experience remained the same and changed over time? Are we facing any of the same issues? You may ask, and are encouraged to do so, substantive questions of the course material at any time—asking questions is not an interruption, it is an engagement with the material, as long as it is not meant in the spirit of interruption or “side-tracking”. If I do not know the answer, I will try to find out for you, or help put you on the track to finding it out, if it is a matter of content. If you wish to discuss an issue, let’s do so. I may begin class by asking you to submit questions you have about the content and/or issues raised by the assigned material. Or I may do that in the middle of class to keep you awake. Or you may be asked at the end of class to submit a brief summary of what you understood about the lecture or reading material, and any remaining questions that you have. 

To meet the goals I have set for the course (see page 1 of syllabus), I have selected a variety of materials for your study of this second “half” of Western Civilization. The textbook by Perry provides a succinct overview of the period, giving you the essential information to help you understand each era. In addition to the Perry text, you will use a text edited by Dennis Sherman that consists of primary documents, visual materials (also primary documents), and secondary source interpretations. I  chose this text because it shows you what history as a discipline is—it is about building interpretations based upon primary source materials, the “raw material” of historical analysis; it is discipline which is based upon discussion and disagreement, which is reflected in the secondary source excerpts, many of which are drawn from historians very well known for their work on that subject. A third text that will be used is a memoir written by a Holocaust survivor, Filip Müller, a Slovakian Jew, who in 1942 at the age of 20 was shipped to the enormous Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination center, where approximately 1 million people were murdered, most of them Jews from all over Europe.  Müller survived several years working in the gas chambers and crematoria of Auschwitz, one of the few to encounter that realm and survive. We will use the Müller text to examine one of the most disturbing events in Western Civilization: the Holocaust, for as eminent Holocaust historian Yehuda Bauer writes, “We must contend with Filip Müller’s testimony, if we want our civilization to survive.” We will examine and analyze what he means by that. 

In addition to these assigned texts, I will also distribute additional readings as necessary. Finally, videos provide essential material for this course. I consider the video presentations to be as important as the reading material, so video days are hardly mental “days off.” If assigned to watch them outside of class, they are the equivalent of assigned reading. We will learn to read films as history, and you will be asked to analyze documentary videos and historically-based films as you would work with written course materials. These videos help to establish a visual sense of the past and expand our understanding of history as an interpretive endeavor. 

I will supplement this textbook information with lectures, although I plan to keep these lectures brief in the interest of creating a learner-centered environment in which you, as the learners, are drawn into the discussion about the events, developments, and individuals we will encounter. This will be difficult for me, as I greatly enjoy this period in Western Civilization, and could talk and talk about it(. Keep in mind, that I will NOT “cover everything” in class that is necessary for you to understand this period of Western Civilization, or which, more practically speaking, is necessary for you  to answer one of the cumulative final essay questions or do well on the “post test” (explained below). .  I am NOT going to try and cram content into your head through lectures; I don’t mistake my coverage of the material in class with your actually learning the material.   You are responsible for reading through all assigned material even though I am not able to go over it all in depth; you are responsible for thinking about the material yourself and developing the analytical and interpretive skills necessary for discussion and paper writing in this class, and really, for your chosen careers and informed citizenship. 

Bring your Sherman text with you everyday to class—we will discuss documents and interpretations presented in it on a nearly daily basis. Discussion participation is a major component of your course grade because this is what you will be doing for many days in this course. Entire or parts of class meetings will be devoted to discussion. My goal for this course is to have students actively participate in their own learning. Please rid yourself of the notion that you will passively sit in this class and listen to me lecture everyday, or that you can come to class and simply be a by-stander. You are expected to be an ACTIVE participant in discussions. I do not mean for that to sound harsh or dictatorial; I am trying to communicate the necessity of active learning for your own intellectual development, so participation is not about me, or pleasing me, but rather, it is about your own learning. My evaluation of your participation is meant to be an assessment of your engagement with that active learning process and the development of interpretive and communication skills. I’ll be honest however: One of my greatest “pet peeves” is students who do not pull their weight in group discussions. I’m human, and for some reason, that just bugs me. I integrate discussion into this course because it gives you an opportunity to discuss the issues raised by course material, to facilitate the development of your analytical skills, and to help you prepare for the analysis papers– use the opportunity well and it will have a substantial effect on your learning and my assessment of our learning (i.e. your grade).

To facilitate discussion both within and outside of the classroom, and for the range of discussion styles probably represented in this class, your participation grade will be based upon in class discussion and message board discussion. Some of you may feel more comfortable discussion on line, although you should still make a strong effort to discuss in class as well. Some of you may enjoy face-to-face discussion, but you too should make an effort to articulate your discussion points in writing. Both vehicles for discussion are “real world” methodologies that we need to learn to use effectively. I have provided copies of “screen shots” to help you navigate the Message Board. ASK ME if you have any questions. I will post a discussion topic from the readings or lecture, and will be monitoring the message board daily. As in class discussion, I will use the criteria described below. 

After I have had a chance to observe you, you will be assigned to a group for the duration of the semester. I will be evaluating your participation throughout the semester and I will let you know periodically what your participation grade is. At the end of the semester, you will evaluate your own participation, as well as that of your fellow group members. Your group members will also evaluate you. Participation evaluations will be based upon the following criteria: reliability (were you present on discussion days), responsibility (did you and the group stay on task and discuss what was assigned), preparedness (did you have the assigned reading finished BEFORE coming to class), initiative (did you demonstrate any group leadership qualities), quantity and quality of contribution. Keep these criteria in mind as you work this semester. I understand the perils of group work: some students abdicate all responsibility and do not participate. This failure falls on them alone. There is no grade assigned for the entire group as a whole, but rather each participant receives his/her own grade. Nevertheless, students in groups whose members work well and productively together can expect a more favorable participation evaluation. Ultimately, it is up to each group member to take responsibility for his/her contribution. I take into account a range of participation styles, but you must consistently participate in a productive manner by staying on task, demonstrating knowledge of the material and a willingness to work with others. If you have any anxiety about your ability to participate, please see me to discuss how to deal with this. 

EVERYONE IS EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSION. BE PREPARED FOR THESE DISCUSSIONS BY READING THE ASSIGNMENT BEFORE CLASS. YOU SHOULD ALSO BRING WITH YOU THE TEXTS ASSIGNED FOR DISCUSSION. FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT IN NO CREDIT BEING GIVEN FOR ATTENDING THAT DAY, I.E. IT WILL BE COUNTED AS AN ABSENCE (see attendance policy below). I do indeed check to see that every student is present and has the correct discussion material. 

Description of written assignments: Your course grade will be based upon a pre/post test, three analysis papers, and a final cumulative essay, all of which are described below. The pre/post test is an endeavor to assess what you have learned in terms of the narrative content of the material for this course. It provides me, as an instructor, with a valuable look into what you as a student have actually learned in this course. The pre-test/post test will consist of providing a written explanation of the “Schematic of Evolution of Western Civilization” which is shown on page xxii of the Sherman text. Beginning with the box labeled “Medieval Europe”, can you explain the development of Western Civilization and how those subsequent developments and eras are connected? At the end of the course, you will do the same thing, although for that post-test you will be required to provide a more substantive explanation, with specific examples, and to add to the chart developments or events that you think are necessary for explaining the course of Western Civilization. You will NOT be graded on your answer for the pre-test, nor are you required to do any research or consult course materials; the pre-test is meant to give me a basic understanding of your pre-course knowledge, and to provide me with the basis for assessing your learning by the end of the course. Your post-test WILL be graded for clarity of narrative, your explanations regarding the connections, your examples, accuracy, and any modifications you make to the diagram. 

There is a cumulative final take-home essay in this course, meaning that all material in the course from its beginning to its end is to be considered in answering your chosen question. The paper must be at least seven pages, double-spaced, in length. You already have the essay questions (see course questions above). Additional assignments include:  Three required analysis papers of 5 pages (that’s a required minimum) in length will be assigned to address a specific question elicited by course materials. Because I genuinely want you to learn how to analyze and interpret and how to write, I offer you the following opportunities in this class. First, I do look over rough drafts of papers, as long as they are submitted in a timely fashion (I will tell you when you must have drafts to me for review). Second, I give you the opportunity to rewrite one of the papers in this course. The rewrite is due two weeks after I hand the paper back to you.  In approaching this rewrite, I would do the following: First, read over my comments carefully. Second, look at the grading criteria carefully (these will be handed back with each paper). Third, and most importantly, meet with me to discuss your paper. I really can’t make all the comments I would like to on your paper, and I may have important suggestions for improvement that I did not communicate as comments, so meeting with me can really help to put you on the right track. Please note that rewriting the paper does not guarantee you an “A” for the rewrite—I will evaluate the rewrite according to the same criteria used for the original paper and assess your improvement. 

Attendance policy: You are all adults and responsible for your own schedules and priorities, however, you are nevertheless expected to attend every class meeting. I will take attendance everyday. I will note who has discussion materials with them, and who does not (failure to have them with you= an absence for the day). You may miss 2 class meetings for any reason without penalty. Thereafter, each additional absence will result in the lowering of your participation/attendance grade by 5% (again, that’s 5% for each additional absence). Any student missing more than 8 classes for any reason, excused or unexcused, will not receive a grade above 0. 

It is your responsibility to check the my.ycp.edu portal and read the syllabus, know what we are doing, and if you miss a class, to contact me with regard to 1) what you missed and 2) what is assigned for the next class meeting. I will also make postings using myycp.edu, and you are thus expected to be aware of those. 

There are, of course, excused absences because we are all human and situations require flexibility. An excusable reason is defined by me and at my discretion as serious illness (verified by slip from doctor), family emergency (with verification and contact phone number), and recognized religious holiday (please inform me in advance of your absence for this reason). An excusable reason must be verified immediately, i.e. not weeks after the absence or at the end of the semester. A phone call or email from you does not suffice to render an absence excusable.
A note about “extenuating circumstances” and “disappearing” students: For a variety of reasons, some students “disappear” from a course without formal withdrawal, or their attendance is at best sporadic. I have made a commitment to this course, I expect a similar commitment from you. Life happens—it happens to me, and to you, and individual classes will have to be cancelled or missed, and so I am flexible with regard to a whole range of student issues, within the confines of legitimate reasons. At the same time, I am not responsible for helping you get a grade out of a course just for the sake of getting a grade. If you “disappear” or attend only intermittently, the responsibility for your course grade is yours alone. I will not lower my standards in the final hours of the course just to get you a passing grade, and if you have not communicated with me during the course, I cannot help you at the very end. I do respond to all emails, voicemails, and keep a record of them; I do understand that if you are having difficulties, email seems a more comfortable way of communicating, and I will respond. Of course, you really are always free to see me in my office as well. I don’t think I am that scary. 

I will conduct this course in an atmosphere of respect for you as individuals and students. This involves attentiveness to what you have to say, and a regard for your opinions and ideas. I expect students to conduct themselves likewise when interacting with each other and myself, both in class and on-line. Please note: Sleeping, talking with others, text messaging, doing other course work, or letting other students do all the work when assigned group work are all disrespectful behaviors that will consequently be reflected in your overall course grade. PLEASE ARRIVE AT CLASS ON TIME AND STAY FOR THE DURATION OF THE CLASS. If you need to leave early for some reason, please inform me of this before class begins. It is highly distracting (and rude) to simply get up and leave in the middle of class. And please, no whining. I get enough of that home from my two and four year old. 

CELL PHONES SHOULD BE OFF FOR THE DURATION OF THE CLASS MEETING. 

Cheating and Plagiarism: I like to assume that you are all ethical adults and that you will therefore not engage in plagiarism and cheating. Unfortunately, a recent course experience has shown me that this is too naive of an assumption.  Since all of the assignments in this course are produced outside of class, you should take the following remarks very seriously. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses, and I pursue cases to the fullest extent. Cheating: Work bearing a marked similarity to another student’s work will be considered cheating, and will receive an “F”. I define “marked similarity” to mean similarity in structure, phrasing, paraphrasing, and word choice beyond what could be considered a random occurrence. If you work with another person on the writing of a paper, you are cheating. For the writing of your papers, you are only allowed to use course materials-- use of the World Wide Web and other research materials is off limits. Use of outside materials will be considered cheating.  Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is the failure to give credit to another writer for words and ideas that you use. In other words, to plagiarize is to use another person’s words, phrases, or ideas as your own without acknowledging the source. You must use quotations when using another author’s words and phrasing and you must credit the source. It is not acceptable to copy the words of others without indicating them with quotation marks and giving credit to the source. Please note that I also change paper assignments from semester to semester to avoid the possibility of students turning in papers from previous courses.  

What are the consequences for plagiarism and cheating: An F on the assignment, and at my discretion, an F in the course and disciplinary action (see Statement of Academic Dishonesty below). If you have questions about when to quote or cite the source, or about plagiarism and cheating, be safe and ASK!

Statement of Academic Dishonesty of York College:
“Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at York College. Academic dishonesty refers to actions such as, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, fabricating research, falsifying academic documents, etc., and includes all situations where students make use of the work of others and claim such work as their own.

When an instructor believes that a student has committed an act of academic dishonesty, the instructor must provide written notification to the student, the Department Chair, and the Dean of Academic Affairs of the charge and the sanction. Documentation related to instances of academic dishonesty will be kept on file in the student’s permanent record. If the academic dishonesty is the student’s first offense, the instructor will have the discretion to decide on a suitable sanction up to a grade of 0 for the course. Students are not permitted to withdraw from a course in which they have been accused of academic dishonesty.

Students who believe they have been unjustly charged or sanctioned in cases involving a first offense must discuss the situation with the instructor immediately. Following this discussion, students may request through the Dean of Academic Affairs that the Student Welfare Committee conduct a hearing to review the charge and/or the sanction in the case. In cases of a first offense, the instructor may request that the Student Welfare Committee conduct a hearing and decide on the sanction, which can involve academic suspension or dismissal from the College, if the instructor believes the offense to be of an extremely egregious nature.

If the Dean of Academic Affairs determines that the academic dishonesty is the student’s second offense, the Dean will provide written notification to the student, the instructor, and the Department Chair. The Student Welfare Committee will automatically conduct a hearing to review the charge and decide on an appropriate sanction, which will involve academic suspension or dismissal from the College. Students who believe the Student Welfare Committee has unjustly sanctioned them may submit a written request to the Dean of Academic Affairs for a review of their case by the Dean.”

Grading: The letter grades as defined by the Faculty Manual of York College with my percentage scale: 

4 (Excellent) (90-100): This grade denotes accomplishment that is truly distinctive and decidedly outstanding. It represents a high degree of attainment and is a grade that demands evidence of originality, independent work, an open and discriminating mind, and completeness and accuracy of knowledge, as well as an effective use of the knowledge.

3.5 (Very Good) (85-89): This grade denotes mastery of the subject matter. It represents very good achievement in many aspects of the work, such as initiative, serious and determined industry, the ability to organize work, and the ability to comprehend and retain subject matter and to apply it to new problems and contexts.

3 (Good) (80-84): This grade denotes considerable understanding of the subject matter. It represents a strong grasp and clear understanding of the subject matter and the ability to comprehend and retain course content.

2.5 (Above Average) (75-79): This grade denotes above average understanding of the subject matter. It represents a good grasp of the subject matter and the ability to comprehend and retain course content.

2 (Average) (70-74): This grade denotes average understanding of the subject matter. It represents the grade that may be expected of a student of normal ability who gives the work a reasonable amount of time and effort.

1 (Below Average) (60-69): This grade denotes below average understanding of the subject matter. It represents work that falls below the acceptable standard.

0 (Failure) (below 60): This grade denotes inadequate understanding of the subject matter. It signifies an absence of meaningful engagement with the subject matter and that the student is not capable of doing or understanding the work or has made little or no effort to do so.

Statement on Writing Standards: “Students enrolled in this course are expected to use literate and effective English in their speech and in their writing. All papers submitted must be well written; grades on written work (including examinations) will be based on expression as well as on content. Students may be required to rewrite papers which are marred by errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, or organization.” Source: Faculty Manual, C2.11. 

I abide by this standard.  I encourage all students to seek assistance from the writing consultants at the Learning Resources Center, located in the basement of Wolf Gymnasium (WAC). Feel free to make an appointment with them to go over a draft of your work. They will not write the paper for you, but will guide you to improve your own writing skills. 

Writing is an essential skill, and the painful truth is that the only way to become a better writer is through practice. Writing is essential for communication, and regardless of where you end up in life and what career path you choose, you need to write well. You will do a lot of writing in this course, and that should tell you that I value the development of this skill. I emphasize the word development– you improve through doing and working on your weaknesses. In the series of papers assigned, I expect to see improvement. I do no expect perfection from the outset, but I do expect to see in your papers continual attention to improvement. Some of you are already great writers– become even greater! See attached criteria sheet for specifics on how your analysis papers will be graded. 

Assignment due dates are listed in the schedule of topics below. It is your responsibility to turn the assignment in on the date due. Assignments are due at class time. Late assignment policy: Any work turned in after 5:00 of the due date will be marked down one full letter grade per day. This means, for instance, that if you earned a B, the paper would automatically be marked down to a C level if one day late, a D if two days late, etc. Weekend days count as well!

Papers may be submitted to me electronically, i.e. as attachments via email, but do so at your own risk. The paper must arrive in my inbox by 5:00 on the date the paper is due—I am not responsible for any delays or errors caused by networks or other technological errors. Plan ahead. Also, I must be able to open and read the attachment, so send it in Microsoft Word format. If I can’t open or read it, I did not receive it. You may email me for confirmation of receipt and readability. 

On that note of technology— if you have difficulty accessing any course material available online or through the library, please ask me or a librarian. Problems accessing material is not an excuse to not have the material. 

Policy on paper acceptance: NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED THAT ARE NOT STAPLED OR HELD WITH A PAPER CLIP. IF YOU TURN THEM IN WITHOUT STAPLE/PAPERCLIP, THEY WILL NOT BE GRADED. ALL PAPERS MUST BE TYPED, PROOFREAD (DO NOT SIMPLY RELY ON SPELL-CHECK. REREAD WHAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN). 
I reserve the right to apply and amend any of the above stated polices as the situation warrants.  I also reserve the right to apply and amend this syllabus at any time during the semester. This includes schedule of topics and assignments.
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS-- assignment is due or to be read by the listed        date

Wednesday, August 30: Introduction to the course and what do you think about history?

Assignment: Pretest. Sherman text, page xxii. Explain to the best of your current ability the connections between the eras and developments, beginning with the box labeled “Medieval Europe”. If you do not know the meaning of a term or how it is connected, then honestly state that. Due Wednesday, September 6. Failure to turn in a pretest will result in a deduction of 15% off of post-test grade at the end of the course. 

Friday, September 1: What is history and why study it? Further discussion of syllabus as needed.

Assigned reading: The syllabus and Peter Stearns, “Thinking History”, available through “files” of this course on my.ycp.edu. After reading Stearns, come to class prepared with a paragraph in which you succinctly discuss what Stearns means by “thinking history” and another paragraph in which you think about ways Stearns’ ideas can apply to your own life.

Monday, September 4: Labor Day (NO CLASS)


Wednesday, September 6: The Renaissance

Reading: Perry, pages 172-183 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 1.

Friday, September 8: The Reformation: 

Reading: Perry, 183-195 and Sherman, chapter 2, selected readings. 

Monday, September 11: Turning points in Western Civilization? September 11, 2001 in historical 

context. 

Reading: Sherman, chapter 19, excerpts by Huntington, Ferguson

Wednesday, September 13: Video:  Luther

Friday, September 15: Video: Luther
Monday, September 18: Finish video and discussion. 

Analysis Paper #1 to the topic of Luther and the Reformation will be due September 22. 


Wednesday, September 20: The state in Early Modern Europe

Reading: Perry, pp. 198-211 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 5.

Friday, September 22: The world we have lost? Society in Early Modern Europe

Reading: Selected readings from Sherman, chapter 5 and 7.

Analysis paper #1 due by 5:00 today.


Monday, September 25: Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment

Perry, chapter 10, and selected readings from Sherman chapters 6 and 8

Wednesday, September 27: The French Revolution

Reading: Perry, chapter 11 and pp. 300-307 and Sherman, chapter 9

Friday, September 29: The French Revolution-- interpretation

Reading: Sherman, chapter 9

Monday, October 2: The Industrial Revolution

Reading: Perry, chapter 12

Wednesday, October 4: The Industrial Revolution—impact on society

Reading: Sherman, chapter 11

Friday, October 6: Political responses to industrialization: Liberalism

Reading: Perry, pp. 287-290 and 336-340 and selected readings from Sherman chapters 12 and 14

Monday, October 9: Political responses to industrialization: Marxism and Socialism

Reading: selected readings from Sherman, chapters 12 and 14

Wednesday, October 11: Political responses to industrialization: Socialism and Liberalism: a debate

Analysis paper #2 to the topic of industrialization and its effect are due October 20

Friday, October 13: Make up day as needed


October 14-17: Fall break

Wednesday, October 18: 1850-1914 Nationalism and imperialism

Reading: Perry, chapters 14-15 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 13

Friday, October 20: 1850-1914 Culture, thought, and society

Reading: Perry, chapters 16-17 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 14

Analysis paper #2 due today by 5:00.

Monday, October 23: World War I

Reading: Perry, chapter 18 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 15

Wednesday, October 25: World War I. Video—The Great War

Friday, October 27: The peace?

Reading: selected readings from Sherman, chapter 15

Monday, October 30: Russian Revolution and Stalin

Reading: Perry, pp. 419-424, 429-439 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 15
Wednesday, November 1: Politics and economics in the interwar period

Reading: Perry, pp. 414-419, 444-449 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 16

Friday, November 3: Why authoritarianism?

Reading: Sherman, chapter 17

Monday, November 6: Nazi Germany

Reading: Perry, pp. 449-452.

Wednesday, November 8: World War II

Reading: Perry, chapter 20

Friday, November 10: Video: Total War
Monday, November 13: Discussion: Eyewitness Auschwitz
Analysis paper #3 to this text is due November 20


Wednesday, November 15: The postwar era begins

Reading: Perry, chapter 21, and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 18

Friday, November 17: Video: Night and Fog
Monday, November 20:  The Cold War

Reading: Perry, chapter 21 and selected readings from Sherman, chapter 18

Analysis paper #3 is due today by 5:00.

Wednesday, November 22-26: Thanksgiving break

Monday, November 27: Western Europe 1955-1970

Reading: selected readings from Sherman, chapter 18

Wednesday, November 29: Eastern Europe 1955-1970

Friday, December 1: The European Union (EU)

Reading: TBA

Monday, December 4:   The West, 1970-1989

Reading: selected readings from Sherman, chapter 18 and 19


Wednesday, December 6: 1989

Reading: TBA

Friday, December 8: Challenges facing “the West”

Reading: selected readings from Sherman, chapter 19

Monday, December 11: Last class meeting. Course and participation evaluations given and post-tests are due by 5:00 today. 

Final cumulative essay will be due at 10:15 on Monday, December 18. We will not meet for the final exam period. 

CRITERIA AND EXPECTATIONS FOR ANALYSIS PAPERS
READ THESE BEFORE YOU BEGIN TO WRITE

The following tips and criteria are adapted from: Richard Marius and Melvin E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History, 4th edition (New York: Addison-Wesley, 2002). 

As part of the requirements for this course, you have been assigned analysis papers. The purpose of these papers is to enable you to develop critical thinking and writing skills. You will be given a specific question that you can answer based upon the course material available to you. In order to explain the past, to explore and interpret an historical problem, and construct an account of that past, historians use primary and secondary sources. 

Richard Marius notes that “the art of history lies in combining fact and interpretation to tell a story about the past.” (p.5) Using both primary and secondary sources, you will engage in the process of writing about a historical problem by combining fact and interpretation. You will thus not just simply state what happened (the facts), but rather, study these facts as revealed in the primary and secondary sources, interpret them, and formulate an explanation, or what is known as a thesis or argument, for the historical problem. The essay that you produce will state an argument (preferably in the opening paragraph), and will provide supporting points for that argument. Additionally, each supporting point must be backed by evidence—information that you take from the sources. Think of the process of “doing” history as similar to the tasks performed by a detective and lawyer: A detective must solve a mystery. He therefore collects data, examines evidence, and draws connections to construct a solution to the problem. Lawyers do very similar tasks. In constructing their cases, lawyers examine evidence, interpret it, and offer explanations based upon that evidence. No good detective or lawyer would offer an explanation without also offering evidence. To do so would make their cases very weak indeed! You therefore need to provide an explanation backed by specific evidence drawn from the sources. 

Use the primary sources as the basis for this evidence, and use the secondary sources to provide background and context, or to draw in an interpretation that you wish to support or argue against. In other words, do not simply repeat what is stated in the secondary sources. For these analysis papers, you must go beyond simply providing a narrative story of the past, and offer an interpretation based upon evidence drawn from document sources. You are expected to use the documents as the basis for your analysis consistently throughout your paper. Use text and lecture material to provide the background information of your discussion, to help you explain the issues, and to maintain accuracy of interpretation.  

What follows is a list of the criteria that I will use to evaluate your papers. Use this list to successfully construct and write your papers. You will receive a feedback sheet with these criteria for every paper. Look at your areas of weakness and work to improve upon them. 

Evaluation of your papers will be based on two broad categories: Content and quality of writing. Keep in mind that although the questions given to you to answer may be broad, you are only expected to answer them based upon the material you have. I will be looking for effective use of that material (documents and text), how you construct your argument, and how you convey your interpretation to the reader. HELP WITH WRITING IS AVAILABLE AT THE LEARNING RESOURCES CENTER! I am of course available to answer questions about writing the paper as well

Length: 5 pages. This means that your papers MUST be at least five pages long (that’s five  FULL  pages, not 4.5).

Guidelines: typed, 1 inch margins, double-spaced, 10-12 point font, turned in with a staple or paper clip holding pages together.

Criteria checklist:

Content
1. Argument: Do you present an argument that answers the question and provides your interpretation? Does this argument make sense and accurately reflect a reasonable analysis and understanding of the source material? 

2. Development of points in support of argument: Do you develop relevant points in support of that argument and thoroughly explain how these points directly support argument? Tie points directly to argument. You need to EXPLAIN how the topic supports your argument. Don’t just list topics, but rather, tie with argument. An explanation does NOT consist of simply restating the content of the source, nor does it consist of stating “As you can see,” my least favorite phrase. It is not the reader’s job to see, but rather, it is your job to show through explanation. Have you done this?

3. Use of appropriate and the best evidence: Have you drawn solid evidence from the documents and presented this evidence as specific examples with explanation of why they support your interpretation? Analysis papers must be based upon document use consistently throughout paper. Specific examples should be pulled out as evidence in support of interpretation. You should NOT however simply summarize document content and present that as analysis. I know what the documents say. Have you consistently used and interpreted information from documents as evidence for that analysis?

4. Evidence of original thought and focused presentation: Have you avoided extensive summary of lecture and textbook material? Do not simply regurgitate textbook and lecture material. Do not summarize, but rather, analyze. You must use Perry and lecture material to provide background only and to ensure accuracy.  

5. Focused presentation: Does your paper stay on topic? Is it free of irrelevant information or “filler?” 

6. Complete answer: Does your paper completely answer all parts of the assigned question and cover the most important themes?

Writing
7. Paper has introduction and conclusion: Does your paper have an introduction that contains an argument and introduces main themes that will be discussed in the body of the paper? Does your paper have a conclusion that actually reflects a summation of what you have shown in body of paper? The first and last paragraphs of your essay should “mirror” each other in content (what you plan to show, argument—what you have shown, summation of points, argument). 

8.  Organization of paper contributes to clear presentation of content:  Is your paper well-organized? Do you include transition between topics? A disorganized paper can seriously limit your ability to effectively convey your interpretation. Don’t jump around from topic to topic. Provide transitions between topics. 

9. Guidelines: Does your paper conform to margin (1 inch), spacing (double), length (5 pages), and font (10-12 point) guidelines?

10. Clarity of expression, avoidance of vague, ambiguous language and appropriate language and word choice: Do you concisely state what you mean? Do you avoid the use of slang expressions or colloquial phrases? Do you know what a word means when you use it? Do not simply rely on a thesaurus. 

11.  Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling: Do you employ the mechanics of correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling? You should know the difference between it and it’s, their and there, how to form possessive of words, and how to correctly construct a sentence. Reread what you have written, and DO NOT rely on word processing spell and grammar checks. 

12.  Do you directly quote and use quotation marks when appropriate? Direct quotations are quoted and when quotes are used, they do not speak for your own voice– See note on plagiarism in syllabus above. Failure to quote is plagiarism. Don’t use quotes as a substitute for your own ideas. 

13. Absence of plagiarism: Do you acknowledge all sources used in the paper and cite them according to the following directions? Please abide by the following citation form applicable to this course:

Perry text: (Perry, p. ...)

Sherman text: (Sherman, author of document, p. )

Muller: (Muller, p. )

You must include a page number in all citations. 

14. Original work: Is the paper an original work produced by you, and not written with the use of another person’s work? Have you only used assigned course material? Please note consequences for plagiarism and cheating as discussed in syllabus. 

QUOTES ABOUT HISTORY:

History consists of a series of accumulated imaginative inventions.—Voltaire

Clio, the muse of history, is as thoroughly infected with lies as a street whore with syphilis.—Schopenhauer

A country without a memory is a country of madmen.—George Santayana

History teaches everything including the future.—Lamartine

History is the memory of things said and done.—Carl Becker

Nothing capable of being memorized is history.—R.G. Collingwood.

History is a myth that men agree to believe.—Napoleon

We learn from history that we never learn anything from history.—Hegel

History is a useless heap of facts.—Lord Chesterfield

Life is not simple, and therefore, history, which is past life, is not simple.—Edgar Saltus

But history is neither watchmaking nor cabinet construction. It is an endeavor toward better understanding.—Marc Bloch

By liberalizing the mind, by deepening the sympathies, by fortifying the will, history enables us to control not society, but ourselves—a much more important thing; it prepares us to live more humanely in the present and to meet rather than to foretell the future.—Carl Becker, early 20th century American historian

Mankind are so much the same, in all times and places, that history informs us of nothing new or strange in this particular. Its chief use is only to discover the constant and universal principles of human nature.—David Hume

History provides us with the tools of dissent.—John Arnold

History is the most dangerous product evolved from the chemistry of the intellect. History will justify anything. It teaches precisely nothing, for it contains everything and furnishes examples of everything.—Paul Valery

History is a means of access to ourselves.—Lynn White

Honest history is the weapon of freedom.—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.

When the past no longer illuminates the future, the spirit walks in darkness.—Alexis de Tocqueville

History is too much about wars; biography too much about great men.—Virginia Woolf

The consciousness of the past weighs like a nightmare on the brain of the living.—Karl Marx
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