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	History is argument without end.—Pieter Geyl

	

	The history of Germany is replete with blunders and missed opportunities involving all social and political factions.—Willi Brandt, former mayor of West Berlin, chancellor of West Germany, and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize (1971). 

	


Course Description

German history is often viewed through the lens of the horrific events that occurred in the twentieth century as a result of the Nazi period. In the historiography of German history, this approach has led to the development of a theory that argues for “Germany’s special path,” or Sonderweg. According to historians associated with this Sonderweg theory, economic, political, social, and cultural developments in the 19th century prepared Germany for its destructive course in the 20th century. These developments made Germany “special,” i.e. Germany’s historical path in the modern era diverged from the “normal” history of its rivals, Britain and France. This course is organized around assessing the relevancy and validity of this Sonderweg theory of German history. Therefore, in this course, we will not only be learning about German historical developments, but also about the telling of history and the importance of interpretation.  This course will explore the political, social, economic, and cultural developments in Germany from the period after the French Revolution until the present. Students will also study various interpretations of periods in German history. 

The first part of the course deals with the period before World War I and includes the following topics: post-French Revolution Germany and the “failed” revolution of 1848, Bismarck and German unification, structures of the German empire, Germany and the road to World War I. The second part of the course concentrates on the twentieth century, and explores the impact of World War I, the Weimar Republic, Hitler and National Socialism, the Holocaust, the German postwar period of division and recovery, the revolution of 1989, and the role of memory and dealing with the past in German history. Course materials include two essay compilations for 19th and 20th century German history, a historical monograph on German society under the Nazis, and a journalist’s perspective on the meaning of the Berlin Wall for the people of Berlin. Numerous additional readings will be on e-reserve in Schmidt Library (password: Timothy), or available as articles online through library databases (JSTOR, EBSCO). The student’s grade will be based upon class participation/attendance, a reading assignment portfolio, two 5 page response papers, a final essay that synthesizes acquired learning in the course on the major course theme (the theory of the German Sonderweg), and a Holocaust memoirs research project. These assignments are described in detail below, as are additional course requirements and expectations. 

Course Goals

1. To contribute to students’ understanding of German history during the 19th and 20th centuries as a basis for understanding the contemporary German nation.

2. To help students develop the critical thinking skills necessary for analyzing primary and secondary sources, as well as develop reading, writing, listening and discussion skills.

3. To encourage students to consider the importance of interpretation in the writing of all history.

4. To develop students’ understanding of the role of Germany in the context of 19th and 20th century European history.
5.  To contribute to students’ understanding of history as a discipline, including attention to historiography, assessment of argument and interpretation, analysis of primary and secondary sources, and research and writing.

Basis for course grade (all assignments described in depth below):

Participation/attendance: 20%

Paper for Koonz: 10%

Paper for Hilton: 10%

Final essay on Sonderweg thesis: 15% 

Rough draft of Holocaust memoir research project paper: 10%

Final draft of Holocaust memoir research project paper: 20%

Portfolio: 15%

Course materials for purchase

John Breuilly, ed. 19th Century Germany. Politics, Culture and Society, 1780-1918. 2001

Mary Fulbrook, ed. 20th Century Germany. Politics, Culture and Society, 1918-1990. 2001

Claudia Koonz, The Nazi Conscience. 2003

Christopher Hilton, The Wall. The People’s Story. 2001
About this course: First of all, welcome. I appreciate the range of academic and personal experiences and interests you bring to this course.  This is an upper-level history course. It thus requires on the part of all students a commitment to handling a challenging work load, including reading and writing assignments. I assume you have signed up for this class, with me as an instructor, because you welcome this challenge. I assume that you are interested in the course material and topic, in LEARNING and THINKING CRITICALLY about primary and secondary sources, in questioning assumptions, in learning about interpretations of the past, and in participating in discussions about German history. If these assumptions about your interest in this course are incorrect, you may have some difficulty in this course. The goal for all my courses is to create a community of learners, motivated by the desire to THINK, SHARE, and LEARN from each other. (I learn just as much from my students as they do from me). You must do your part to create that community, and I expect you to do just that. I will do my part, and this involves me committing myself to providing you with a quality learning experience. I will facilitate discussion, treat you fairly as individual learners, allow for differences in learning styles and backgrounds, evaluate your work fairly, be flexible with regard to course demands (within limits), and be accessible to you with regard to any concerns you may have. Above all, I will challenge you to learn. 

My approach to this course and course requirements:  We will not be able to study all aspects of 19th and 20th century German history, but we will consider the major developments and events. You will be exposed to a variety of interpretations through secondary sources. As stated in the description of this course above, the purpose of this course is to examine German history from the standpoint of a controversial historical theory called the Sonderweg, or “special path.” We will be examining how this historical theory affects the telling of German history (what is included, left out, emphasized, de-emphasized, assumed), and assess whether or not the theory, or parts of the theory, have validity for historical analysis. I have chosen this approach to the course because as historians (you are all historians in this course regardless of major) and as critical thinkers, we need to examine the assumptions we “bring to the table” of historical research and analysis and we need to be aware of how the assumptions of the historian affect interpretation in terms of how evidence is weighed and analyzed. In this course, you will certainly study the major developments in German history, but you will also be asked for the most part to consider interpretations of those developments. This course will also deal with issues of the role of the historian in developing a national historical consciousness and in dealing with the past, all very key issues when examining contemporary Germany. It is my hope that you come out of this course more critically aware practitioners of the art of history.  

Now, for the nuts and bolts of the course. Class meetings will consist of some lecture or brief overview of the topic. I doubt that many, or any, of you have been exposed to any great extent to most aspects of German history beyond the period of the two World Wars and National Socialism. We will not cover German history in a textbook fashion. Should you need assistance in following the course of events, please consult a traditional German history textbook, such as Gordon Craig’s Germany 1866-1945 or see me for further suggestions. We will discuss the assigned reading for the day, whether it be primary documents or a secondary source interpretation or both. I also show a number of videos in this course, and they too will be critically analyzed. You will also be required to watch one of the assigned films (Trace of Stones) outside of class (it will be on reserve in the AV section of the library). 

Assignments: You have a number of assignments in this course designed to give you the opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of the course material, your ability to think critically and interpret, and your ability to articulate through writing your ideas. 
Response papers (2): For the Koonz and Hilton texts, you will write a 5 page (that is a minimum) response paper, for which you will be given a question well in advance. Due dates are noted in the schedule of topics below. 

Portfolio: The portfolio you develop as one of the assignments in this class should be a class-by-class record of reading summaries for each of the assigned readings. I DO NOT want to see your class notes in this portfolio. You are to provide a brief summary of EACH of the assigned readings and include a statement of the author’s argument and your reaction. This portfolio is to be typed and well-organized by date. You are required to have a portfolio entry for all readings, even if, for some inexplicable reason, you were not in class. Also, I will require specific write ups for videos and the Trace of Stones film, and specific discussion questions. 
Holocaust memoir research paper: The major assignment for this course is an outside project, requiring the writing of a 10 page paper.  Identify, locate, obtain, and read 3 Holocaust memoirs. You will assess these memoirs for what they reveal about the Holocaust experience, survivorship, the telling of history, and memory.  You may also compare/contrast them. The library now has a decent collection of such memoirs, but many more are obtainable and we will discuss how to locate them. Plan ahead: this project may require inter-library loan and/or sharing books with your fellow students.  You will hand this paper in as a rough draft for comment, and then as a final draft later in the semester. NOTE: The memoirs you choose must be approved by me in advance
Final essay: The final assignment of the course is a brief, but important essay, which reveals your assessment of the German Sonderweg theory based upon the work we have done in the course. This is where your portfolio will come in quite useful, as it will, if you keep up with it, be a resource for the arguments presented by the authors we read. 
Attendance policy: Of course, in order to participate in class discussion, you have to be in class. You are all adults and responsible for your own schedules and priorities, but students are nevertheless expected to attend every class meeting.  My attendance policy is as follows: You are allowed two absences for any reason. (I can no longer concern myself with being a judge of “excused” and “unexcused” absences as the range of student circumstances is just too vast). Any subsequent absence beyond these two will result in a lowering of your participation/attendance grade by ONE FULL numerical grade, i.e. from a 4 to a 3 (not a 3.5). PLEASE NOTE: Any student who misses more than 6 classes for any reason cannot and will not pass this course.

Discussion constitutes the majority of this course, and participation in our discussions constitutes a significant portion of your course grade. You must be prepared to discuss with the readings completed beforehand. Readings on reserve should either be photocopied or you should come with extensive notes in hand. I will expect knowledge of them. I will also randomly call upon students for their contribution (this can be avoided if all of you do your part and regularly contribute to discussion).  There are no right or wrong answers, really, but rather there is only inquiry and critical thinking. You bring to this class your insight and interpretation—and that is what we need to hear. 
I will conduct this course in an atmosphere of respect for you as individuals and students. This involves attentiveness to what you have to say, and a regard for your opinions and ideas. I expect students to conduct themselves likewise when interacting with each other and myself. Please note: Sleeping, talking with others, doing other course work, or letting other students do all the work when assigned group work are all disrespectful behaviors that will consequently be reflected in your overall course grade. PLEASE ARRIVE AT CLASS ON TIME AND STAY FOR THE DURATION OF THE CLASS. If you need to leave early for some reason, please inform me of this before class begins. It is highly distracting (and rude) to simply get up and leave in the middle of class. 

Cheating and Plagiarism: I like to assume that you are all ethical adults and that you will therefore not engage in plagiarism and cheating. Unfortunately, a recent course experience has shown me that this is too naive of an assumption.  Since all of the assignments in this course are produced outside of class, you should take the following remarks very seriously. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses, and I pursue cases to the fullest extent. Cheating: Work bearing a marked similarity to another student’s work will be considered cheating, and will receive an “F”. I define “marked similarity” to mean similarity in structure, phrasing, paraphrasing, and word choice beyond what could be considered a random occurrence. If you work with another person on the actual construction and writing of a paper, you are cheating. Using material that is not of your own production, including Web material, and portraying it as your own work, is cheating (and plagiarism).   Plagiarism is an equally serious offense. It is the failure to give credit to writers for words and ideas that you use. In other words, to plagiarize is to use another person’s words, phrases, or ideas as your own without acknowledging the source. You must use quotations when using another author’s words and phrasing and you must credit the source. It is not acceptable to copy the words of others without indicating them with quotation marks and giving credit to the source. You must quote and you must give credit—failure to do either is plagiarism. I refuse to tolerate cheating and plagiarism. What are the consequences for plagiarism and cheating: An F on the assignment, and at my discretion, an F in the course and disciplinary action (see Statement of Academic Dishonesty below). If you have questions about when to quote or cite the source, or about plagiarism and cheating, be safe and ASK!

Statement of Academic Dishonesty: “Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at York College. Academic dishonesty refers to actions such as, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, fabricating research, falsifying academic documents, etc., and includes all situations where students make use of the work of others and claim such work as their own. 

When an instructor believes that a student has committed an act of academic dishonesty, the instructor must provide written notification to the student, the Department Chair, and the Dean of Academic Affairs of the charge and the sanction. Documentation related to instances of academic dishonesty will be kept on file in the student’s permanent record. If the academic dishonesty is the student’s first offense, the instructor will have the discretion to decide on a suitable sanction up to a grade of 0 for the course. Students are not permitted to withdraw from a course in which they have been accused of academic dishonesty.

Students who believe they have been unjustly charged or sanctioned in cases involving a first offense must discuss the situation with the instructor immediately. Following this discussion, students may request through the Dean of Academic Affairs that the Student Welfare Committee conduct a hearing to review the charge and/or the sanction in the case. In cases of a first offense, the instructor may request that the Student Welfare Committee conduct a hearing and decide on the sanction, which can involve academic suspension or dismissal from the College, if the instructor believes the offense to be of an extremely egregious nature.

If the Dean of Academic Affairs determines that the academic dishonesty is the student’s second offense, the Dean will provide written notification to the student, the instructor, and the Department Chair. The Student Welfare Committee will automatically conduct a hearing to review the charge and decide on an appropriate sanction, which will involve academic suspension or dismissal from the College. Students who believe the Student Welfare Committee has unjustly sanctioned them may submit a written request to the Dean of Academic Affairs for a review of their case by the Dean. “ Source: Faculty Manual, C 2.12.
Grading: The letter grades as defined by the Faculty Manual with the percentages to be used in this course: 
Grading Policy

4 (Excellent) (90-100): This grade denotes accomplishment that is truly distinctive and decidedly outstanding. It represents a high degree of attainment and is a grade that demands evidence of originality, independent work, an open and discriminating mind, and completeness and accuracy of knowledge, as well as an effective use of the knowledge.

3.5  (Very Good) (85-89): This grade denotes mastery of the subject matter. It represents very good achievement in many aspects of the work, such as initiative, serious and determined industry, the ability to organize work, and the ability to comprehend and retain subject matter and to apply it to new problems and contexts.

3 (Good) (80-84): This grade denotes considerable understanding of the subject matter. It represents a strong grasp and clear understanding of the subject matter and the ability to comprehend and retain course content.

2.5 (Above Average) (76-79): This grade denotes above average understanding of the subject matter. It represents a good grasp of the subject matter and the ability to comprehend and retain course content.

2 (Average) (70-75): This grade denotes average understanding of the subject matter. It represents the grade that may be expected of a student of normal ability who gives the work a reasonable amount of time and effort.

1 (Below Average) (60-69): This grade denotes below average understanding of the subject matter. It represents work that falls below the acceptable standard.

0 (Failure) (below 60): This grade denotes inadequate understanding of the subject matter. It signifies an absence of meaningful engagement with the subject matter and that the student is not capable of doing or understanding the work or has made little or no effort to do so.

I (Incomplete): The student may request permission from the instructor to receive an incomplete prior to the final examination and must present extraordinary reasons for the petition. The Instructor should indicate on the Attendance/Final Grade Record the required work the student must do to complete the course. Any grades of “I” not removed within two calendar months after the end of the semester will automatically be changed to “0” in the Records Office. Grades of incomplete should only be provided to students who have completed a substantial portion of all course requirements.

W (Withdrawal): Students are permitted to withdraw from courses without penalty up to the ninth Friday of the fall or spring semester. Corresponding deadlines are set for all other semesters (e.g., summer sessions). Withdrawal after that time shall result in a grade of “0.”

Statement on Writing Standards: “Students enrolled in this course are expected to use literate and effective English in their speech and in their writing. All papers submitted must be well written; grades on written work (including examinations) will be based on expression as well as on content. Students may be required to rewrite papers which are marred by errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, or organization.” Source: Faculty Manual, C2.11. 

I abide by this standard. I encourage all students to seek assistance from the writing consultants at the Learning Resources Center, located in the basement of Wolf Gymnasium (WAC). Feel free to make an appointment with them to go over a draft of your work. They will not write the paper for you, but will guide you to improve your own writing skills. You ultimately are responsible for writing and content, but we all need feedback to improve. The Learning Resource Center can help you, and I of course, will provide comment. I will refer students who need writing help to the LRC. I reserve the right to refuse to grade papers from students who consistently turn in poor quality writing without consulting the LRC, and/or to ask them to rewrite the paper. 

Late assignment policy:   Assignments turned in after 5:00 of the due date will be downgraded one full numerical grade per day. For example, a “4” level paper will automatically become a “3” for one day late, a “3” a “2” and so forth. Additional days, even weekends, will be counted. 

Policy on paper acceptance: NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED OR GRADED THAT ARE NOT STAPLED OR HELD WITH A PAPER CLIP. ALL PAPERS MUST BE TYPED AND PROOFREAD (DO NOT SIMPLY RELY ON SPELL-CHECK– REREAD WHAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN). 
NO EXTRA CREDIT is offered in this class. 

I reserve the right to apply and amend any of the above stated policies as the situation warrants.  I also reserve the right to apply and amend any part of this syllabus at any time during the semester. This includes, but is not limited to, schedule of topics, readings and assignments.
Note on e-reserves: Some of the readings listed below are available via e-reserves of the Schmidt Library. It is sometimes the case that you cannot access these reserves via the my.ycp.edu portal, but rather, you must proceed through the main library website available at www.ycp.edu. The e-reserves password is: timothy

I know that all of the readings available electronically through e-text article databases (JSTOR, EBSCO) and e-reserves are up and running. It is up to YOU to work out how those readings are technically accessed, and I expect you to do so. If I can figure it out, then certainly you can, since I am a historian, and thus, technologically-challenged. Plan ahead—I expect you to come with the readings in hand, or at least very good notes, for discussion. See me WELL IN ADVA NCE of the class if you are having difficulty accessing the material (or ask one of the librarians). Familiarize yourself with the workings of JSTOR and e-reserves. 

Schedule of topics and assignments:

August 31:  Introduction to the course

September 5: No class (Labor Day)
September 7: Explaining Germany and German history: The Sonderweg
Assigned reading: 
e-reserve: Hans-Ulrich Wehler, “The German ‘Double Revolution’ and the Sonderweg, 1848-1879, in Rurup, The Problem of Revolution in Germany, 1789-1989.
JSTOR: Jurgen Kocka, “German History before Hitler: The Debate about the German Sonderweg,” Journal of Contemporary History, January 1988.

September 12: Germany 1815-1848: a “failed” revolution? 


Assigned reading: Breuilly text: Clark, Siemann.

e-reserve: Blackbourn and Eley, The Peculiarities of German History, pp. 75-90.
September 14: German unification and Bismarck
Assigned reading: Breuilly text: Breuilly essay.

JSTOR: Otto Pflanze, “Toward a Psychoanalytic Interpretation of Bismarck,” American Historical Review, Vol. 77, April 1972.
September 19: The German Empire



Assigned reading: Breuilly text: Lerman (Bismarckian Germany).

JSTOR: Chris Lorenz, “Beyond Good and Evil? The German Empire of 1871 and Modern German historiography,” Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 30, 1995.

September 21: On the “margins” of the Empire: Catholics, Socialists, Jews, and women



Assigned reading: Breuilly text: Berghahn. 

September 26: William II and Germany



Assigned reading: Breuilly text: Lerman (Wilhelmine Germany).

JSTOR: Wolfgang J. Mommsen, “Kaiser Wilhelm II and German Politics,” Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 25, May-June, 1990.

September 28:  World War I 



Assigned reading: Breuilly text: Chickering.

October 3: The Weimar Republic



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Bessel, Ferguson

October 5: The Weimar Republic



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Harvey

October 10: Rise of National Socialism


Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Stephenson

October 12: National Socialism



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Kershaw

October 17: No class (Fall Break)

October 19: Third Reich

Assigned reading: JSTOR: Robert Gellately, “Denunciations in Twentieth-Century Germany: Aspects of Self-Policing in the Third Reich and the German Democratic Republic,” Journal of Modern History, Vol. 68, no. 4 (December 1996). 

October 24: Discussion of Koonz text. Papers due. 

October 26: World War II



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Bartov
October 31: The Holocaust



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Stargardt

e-reserve: Yisrael Gutman, “Auschwitz—An Overview”, in Gutman and Berenbaum, eds., Anatomy of the Auschwitz Death Camp.

e-reserve: Jean-Claude Pressac and Robert-Jan Van Pelt, “The Machinery of Mass Murder at Auschwitz,” in Gutman and Berenbaum, eds., Anatomy of the Auschwitz Death Camp
November 2: The Holocaust

Rough Draft of papers due (All memoirs must be read by this point)

November 7: post-1945 Germany: West



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Roseman
EBSCO: Margarete Myers Feinstein, “Deutschland über alles?: The National Anthem Debate in the Federal Republic of Germany,” Central European History, vol. 33, #4, December 2000.

November 9: post-1945 Germany: East



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Allinson



Discussion of Trace of Stones
November 14: Constructing Ossis and Wessis



Assigned reading: Fulbrook text: Fulbrook

JSTOR: Uta Poiger, “Rock ‘n’ Roll, Female Sexuality, and the Cold War Battle over German identities,” Journal of Modern History, vol. 68, no. 3 (September 1996). 
November 16: Construction of The Wall

November 21: Discussion of Hilton text. Papers due.

November 23: No class (Thanksgiving break)
November 28: Die Wende (1989-1990)


Assigned reading: Fulbrook text:  Osmond.

e-reserve: Kocka, “”Reform and Revolution: Germany 1989-1990,” in Reinhard Rurup, ed., The Problem of Revolution in Germany.
November 30: Coming to terms with the Nazi past: The debate over the Berlin Holocaust memorial
December 5: Coming to terms with the divided past


Video: Goodbye, Lenin
December 7: Goodbye, Lenin, con’t. 


Final drafts of Holocaust memoirs papers are due.

December 12: Last meeting: German peculiarities and the “special path” theory

Finals time: Portfolios and Sonderweg essays due. 
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